
LIFE-STUDY OF ECCLESIASTES 

I. AN INTRODUCTORY WORD 

A. The Title 

Ecclesiastes in Hebrew is Qohelet, meaning "preacher" (or "teacher"), one who gathered and 

spoke to an assembly of the children of Israel. 

 

B. The Writer 

The writer of Ecclesiastes was the wise King Solomon (1:1, 12; 12:9; cf. 1 Kings 4:32). 

 

C. The Time 

The time of writing was about 977 B.C., after Solomon's fall. 

 

D. The Place 

The place of writing was Jerusalem (Eccl. 1:1, 12). 

 

E. The Contents 

The contents of Ecclesiastes are a description by Solomon … concerning the human life of fallen 

mankind under the sun, which is in the corrupted world … In his conclusion, this is all vanity of 

vanities and a chasing after wind to the human life of fallen mankind. 

According to Ecclesiastes, human history, from its beginning to the present, is vanity. Because 

creation has been made subject to vanity and to the slavery of corruption, everything under 

the sun is vanity. Paul's word concerning this in Romans 8:20-21 corresponds to Ecclesiastes. 

Today everyone is actually not living but dying. We have been born to die; that is, we have 

been dying since the day of our birth. From this we see that human life under the sun is vanity 

of vanities. 

 

F. The Central Thought 

Solomon had unequaled wisdom, the supreme position, unsurpassed wealth, and hundreds of 

wives and concubines, and fell in the indulgence of his lust to an unparalleled extent. Through 

all the positive and negative experiences of the human life under the sun, his thought was 

deeply impressed and occupied with the central thought of this book, that is, the vanity of 

vanities of the human life under the sun in its falling away from God. Man was created by God 

with the highest and most noble purpose, that is, to express Him in the resemblance of Him in 

His life, nature, and expression. But God's enemy, Satan the devil, came in to inject himself as 

sin into the man created by God for His purpose. Through this fall of man, man and all the 

created things that had been committed by God to his dominion were brought into the slavery 

of corruption, made subject to vanity (Rom. 8:20-21). Thus, the human life in the corrupted 

world also became a vanity, a chasing after wind. The writer Solomon had fully realized this 

and stressed this to the uttermost in his description. Yet he was not fully disappointed in this, 

but rather he instructed men that there is a way to get out of this vanity, that is, to come back 

to God and take God as man's everything, redemption, life, wealth, enjoyment, pleasure, and 

satisfaction, that man still may be used by God to fulfill His original purpose in man for the 

fulfillment of His eternal economy (Eccl. 12:13-14). 

 



II. THE BOOK ITSELF 

A. The Opening Word – 1:1-11 

B. The Writer's Experiments – 1:12 – 6:12 

1. In Wisdom and Knowledge 

2. In Pleasure 

3. In Being a Wise Man or a Fool 

4. In Fate under God's Sovereignty 

God … has put eternity (an aspiration for the things in eternity) in man's heart … In His 

creation of man, God put something into man which Solomon called "eternity." This means 

that in man there is a kind of aspiration for God, an aspiration for something eternal. 

Physical things may be enjoyable, but they are temporal. 

According to our own experience we know that whenever we have a success in our human 

life, we also have an empty feeling. This indicates that within man there is an aspiration 

for eternal things. God has put such an aspiration, such a seeking, in man's heart so that 

he will seek God. Every person, especially every thoughtful person, has within him this 

longing and seeking for eternity. 

Verses 12 and 13 say that there is nothing better for man than to rejoice and do good in 

his lifetime, eating, drinking, and tasting enjoyment in all his labor; it is the gift of God. 

Although man is fallen, God continues to bless man, causing the sun to shine and the rain 

to fall and maintaining a proper order in the universe. As a result, people have the desire 

to go on living. In this way mankind is preserved for God to fulfill His purpose in choosing 

us before the foundation of the earth. 

5. In Ranks and Classes in Human Society 

6. In Contacting God 

7. In Sundry Illustrations 

8. Solomon Encouraging the Fallen Men to Enjoy What God Has Given Them 

Here we should note that for us to live a life that we may testify Christ and minister Christ 

to others to glorify God, we need the material things and physical matters. But we should 

not be attracted, captured, and usurped by them. If we are usurped by them, we will suffer 

their vanity. We are living in the world and passing through the "vanity fair," but we should 

not linger in it for its vainglory. Today all things of the old creation are under the slavery 

of corruption. If we do not escape "the corruption which is in the world by lust" (2 Pet. 1:4), 

we will share in its vanity. 

C. The Writer's Searching and Testing – 7:1 -12:12 

1. Searching and Testing All Things of the Fallen Human Life 

2. All Things Being Vanity of Vanities 

3. Proverbs, Words of Wisdom, Being Produced out of the Writer's Searching and 

Testing 

4. What God Is to Man 

a. God Creating Man 



b. All Things concerning Man Being in the Hand of God 

c. God Judging Man in Everything 

d. God Giving Man a Portion in Human Life for Him to Enjoy and Exist 

5. What Man Should Be to God 

a. Fearing God 

b. Repenting to God 

c. Enjoying God's Provision 

6. Advice to Young Men 

7. The Sad Portrait of Man's Old Age 

D. The Concluding Word – 12:13-14 

1. The Writer's Intention 

The writer's intention is to lead men to fear God that God may eventually show them His 

New Testament economy concerning the producing of His church, the Body of Christ, which 

consummates in the New Jerusalem as God's eternal enlargement and expression (v. 13). 

2. God Judging Men in This Age and at His Great White Throne 

God will judge men in this age for their deeds, even every secret thing, according to good 

or evil, and at His great white throne for their eternal destiny (v. 14; Rev. 20:11-15). 

(Life-Study of Ecclesiastes) 

 

 

Morning Revival Week 12 

Vanity of Vanities, the Reality in Jesus,  

and the Revelation of the Sons of God 

‹‹ Day 1 ›› 

I. “Vanity of vanities; all is vanity” – Eccl. 1:2b: 

A. In Ecclesiastes 1:2-11 we see that the theme of this book is vanity of vanities: 

1. The central thought of Ecclesiastes is the vanity of vanities of human life under the sun in its 

falling away from God— v. 2.  

2. The contents of Ecclesiastes are a description of the human life of fallen mankind under the 

sun, a life in the corrupted world— Eph. 2:12.  

3. The teachings of Solomon in Ecclesiastes show that the human life in the corrupted world is 

a vanity, a chasing after wind— 1:14.  

4. According to Ecclesiastes, human history, from its beginning to the present, is vanity— 12:8.  

5. No matter how good, excellent, marvelous, and wonderful a thing may be, as long as it is of 

the old creation, it is part of the vanity of vanities under the sun— 1:9; 2:11, 17, 22.  

6. Only the new creation, which is in the heavens and not “under the sun” (1:9), is not vanity but 

is reality— 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Eph. 4:24. 

‹‹ Day 2 ›› 



B. In Psalm 39:4-6 David realized the nothingness and vanity of his life: 

1. In this psalm David was brought by God to realize that he was nothing and vanity; he learned 

that every man at his best is altogether vanity— v. 5.  

2. Our realizing that our condition is sinful (Psa. 38) and that our situation is one of vanity opens 

the way for Christ to crucify us and enter into us to replace us by living Himself through us 

and causing us to live together with Him in an organic union, as expressed by Paul in Galatians 

2:20.  

C. Man was created by God with the highest and most noble purpose, that is, to express God in 

His image with His divine life and nature – Gen.1:26: 

1. God’s enemy, Satan, the devil, came in to inject himself as sin into the man created by God 

for His purpose— 3:1-6; Rom. 5:18; 3:23; 1 John 3:4.  

2. Through this fall of man, man and all the created things that had been committed by God to 

his dominion were made subject to vanity (Rom. 8:20-21); thus, human life in the corrupted 

world also became vanity.  

3. The way for us to escape this vanity is to come back to God and take God in Christ as 

redemption, life, wealth, enjoyment, pleasure, and satisfaction so that we may still be used 

by God to fulfill His original purpose in creating man for the fulfillment of His eternal 

economy— Eccl. 12:13-14. 

D. Although the human life in the corrupted world is a vanity, a chasing after wind, we need to 

realize that God has put eternity in man’s heart— 3:11: 

1. “Eternity” in Ecclesiastes 3:11 is “a divinely implanted sense of a purpose working through the 

ages which nothing under the sun but God alone can satisfy” (The Amplified Bible).  

2. God created man in His image and formed in him a spirit so that man may receive and contain 

Him and have a heart that seeks God Himself so that God can be man’s satisfaction— Gen. 

1:26; 2:7; Zech. 12:1.  

3. Although man fell away from God, and sin through Satan came in to frustrate man from 

receiving God for his satisfaction, the desire for God, the seeking for God, still remains in 

man’s heart— Eccl. 3:11.  

4. Temporal things can never satisfy man; only the eternal God, who is Christ, can satisfy the 

deep sense of purpose in man’s heart—cf. 2 Cor. 4:18. 

‹‹ Day 3 ›› 

II. In Ephesians 4:17-21 and 24 Paul presents the reality in Jesus for a walk that is no longer in 

the vanity of the mind: 

Ep. 4:17 This therefore I say and testify in the Lord, that you no longer walk as the Gentiles 

also walk in the vanity of their mind. 

Ep. 4:20-21 But you did not so learn Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught 

in Him as the reality is in Jesus. 

A. In Ephesians 4:17 Paul exhorts the believers to “no longer walk as the Gentiles also walk in the 

vanity of their mind”: 

1. The basic element in the daily life of fallen mankind is the vanity of the mind.  

2. The Gentiles, the nations, are the fallen people, who have become vain in their reasonings— 

Rom. 1:21: 



a. They walk without God in the vanity of their mind and are controlled and directed by their 

vain thoughts.  

b. In the eyes of God and of the apostle Paul, whatever the people in the world think, say, 

and do is nothing but vanity.  

3. The nations who walk in the vanity of the mind are darkened in their understanding because 

of the hardness of their heart— Eph. 4:18: 

a. When the mind of fallen people is filled with vanity, their understanding is darkened in 

the things of God— Psa. 94:11.  

b. The hardness of fallen man’s heart is the source of the darkness in his understanding and 

the vanity of his mind— Eph. 4:17-18.  

B. In Ephesians 4:17 and 21 there is a contrast between the reality in Jesus and the vanity of the 

fallen human mind: 

1. In the godless walk of fallen man there is vanity, but in the godly life of Jesus there is reality.  

2. The reality in Jesus is “the reality” of the new man mentioned in verse 24: 

a. The deceit (v. 22) is the personification of Satan, and the reality (v. 24) is the 

personification of God; the deceit is the devil, and the reality is God.  

b. God as the reality was exhibited in the life of Jesus— v. 21.  

‹‹ Day 4 ››  

3. The reality in Jesus is the actual condition of the life of Jesus recorded in the four Gospels: 

a. The human living of Jesus was according to the reality, that is, according to God Himself— 

Eph. 4:24.  

b. The essence of the life of Jesus was reality; He always walked in reality.  

c. Everything the Lord did in His human life was God expressed and therefore was reality.  

4. The life of Jesus according to reality is the pattern for the believers’ life— 2 John 1-2, 4; 3 John 

3-4: 

a. We need to learn Christ and be taught in Him to live a life of reality— Eph. 4:20-21; 2 John 

1; John 4:23-24.  

b. As members of the Body of Christ, we should live a life of reality, as the reality is in Jesus—

a life of expressing God.  

C. We can live in the reality that is in Jesus because “we are in Him who is true”— 1 John 5:20: 

1. Him who is true refers to God becoming subjective to us, to the God who is objective 

becoming the true One in our life and experience.  

2. To be in the One who is true—the true One—is to be in His Son God— v. 20.  

3. The true One is the divine reality; to know the true One means to know the divine reality by 

experiencing, enjoying, and possessing this reality.  

‹‹ Day 5 ››  

III. Because creation has been made subject to vanity, the creation eagerly awaits the 

revelation of the sons of God “in hope that the creation itself will also be freed from the 

slavery of corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God”— Rom. 8:19-22: 

A. As a result of Satan’s injecting himself as sin into man, man and all created things were brought 

into the slavery of corruption and made subject to vanity— 5:12; 8:20: 



1. Because creation has been made subject to vanity and to the slavery of corruption, everything 

under the sun is vanity— Eccl. 1:2; 12:8.  

2. At present the creation is enslaved under the law of decay and corruption; its only hope is to 

be freed from the slavery of corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God 

when the sons of God are revealed— Rom. 8:20-21.  

B. The anxious watching—watching with full concentration—of the creation “eagerly awaits the 

revelation of the sons of God”— v. 19: 

1. Revelation is an unveiling or an appearing of something previously covered or hidden— Eph. 

1:17; 3:5; Gal. 1:15-16; Rev. 1:1.  

2. At the Lord’s second coming, when we will be glorified and our bodies will be fully redeemed, 

the veil will be lifted— Rom. 8:18.  

3. The creation, which “groans together and travails in pain together until now” (v. 22), is 

awaiting the revelation of the sons of God (v. 19).  

4. This revelation will be the consummation of the process of designation that we are now 

passing through—cf. 1:4, footnote 1.  

‹‹ Day 6 ›› 

C. Although the entire creation is presently held in a condition of vanity and corruption, God will 

bring in His kingdom to deal with the present condition— Rev. 11:15: 

1. The coming kingdom will be a kingdom of the glory of God, a kingdom composed primarily of 

the revealed sons of God— Matt. 6:10, 13; Rom. 8:19.  

2. God’s glory goes with His kingdom and is expressed in the realm of His kingdom— Matt. 6:10, 

13b; Psa. 145:11-13.  

3. God has called us to enter into His kingdom and glory— 1 Thes. 2:12: 

a. The kingdom of God is the sphere for us to worship God and enjoy God under the divine 

ruling with the view of entering into God’s glory— Matt. 6:13b.  

b. The kingdom is the realm for God to exercise His power so that He may express His glory— 

Rev. 5:10, 13.  

c. The shining of the kingdom is for the glorification of the Father— Matt. 5:16.  

4. The kingdom of God is God’s manifestation in His glory with His authority for His divine 

administration; hence, to enter into the kingdom of God and to enter into the expressed glory 

of God take place as one thing simultaneously— Heb. 2:10; Matt. 5:20; 1 Thes. 2:12; 2 Thes. 

1:10; Rev. 21:9-11; 22:1, 5.  

5. The creation is eagerly expecting and anxiously watching for God’s kingdom to come; at the 

time of the revelation of the kingdom, the whole creation will be liberated, and the 

manifested sons of God will be delivered from vanity and “will shine forth like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father”— Matt. 13:43. 


