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The Selection and Predestination of God ()
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V. The Goal of God’s Selection and Predestination
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1. “Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the Firstborn among many brothers” (Rom. 8:29).
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God selected and predestinated us according to His foreknowledge in order to conform us to the image of His
Son so that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers. God wants His Son, our Lord Jesus, to gain many
brothers that He might be the Firstborn among them. Therefore, God selected and predestinated us. He
selected and predestinated us for the high goal of being the brothers and companions of His Son. He did not
select and predestinate us to go to heaven or to enjoy eternal blessings. Only ordinary people would seek such
low goals.
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2. “Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His
will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, with which He graced us in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:5-6).

PREETUE JAT W EM LRI 28 50, SR FUE A TFEE ML T1R)L T4 5y, B St L —RER )L
T IR . HIXFEE, BURMERATAAME S, Sia A arrmke, s DS RIS
JLFEEAMEC, Wtk ok, AR SRS E . GBIty A MR L
T, AoTdEC, MM BAOEMLTFRSEME C. ) MR NERA, ik 7341, TiE 73R
7.

Since God predestinated us to be the brothers of His Son, He also predestinated us unto sonship through His
Son. We are God’s sons together with His Son, and thus, we can receive His inheritance. His predestinating of
us brings us into Himself and joins us with Him in life. Thus, He is expressed through us, the many sons, which
is to the praise of the glory of His grace. This grace is simply Himself making us His sons by our partaking of
Him. It is also our gaining of Him in His Son. This is the goal of God’s selection and predestination.
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3. “Appointed to eternal life” (Acts 13:48).
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Since God predestinated us to be His sons, He has predestinated us to gain His life, the eternal life. Once we
are born of Him, we have His life, and we are His sons.
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4. “Predestined before the ages for our glory”; “In order that He might make known the riches of His glory
upon vessels of mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory” (1 Cor. 2:7; Rom. 9:23).
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God not only predestinated us to gain His life and to be His sons but also to gain His glory and express Him.
Glory is God expressed. When God is expressed, there is glory. God predestinated us so that we could gain His
life and glory to express His glorious being. This will be completely fulfilled in us when the Lord Jesus returns
and in the coming new heavens and new earth (2 Pet. 3:13).
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5. “Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in
Himself, unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, the things in the
heavens and the things on the earth, in Him” (Eph. 1:9-10).
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God predestinated us to know the mystery of His will, which is according to His economy, His administrative
arrangement, so that all things in the heavens and on earth would be headed up in Christ that the glory of
Christ, which is His glory in Christ, would be expressed in all things. Now He is making known the mystery of
His will, and in the future He will bring us into His glory, which will be the fulfillment of the mystery of His will.
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6. “You are a chosen race...so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).
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God selected us so that we might declare His virtues in the world today.
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The preceding six points underscore the importance of the goal of God’s selection and predestination.
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V. The People of God’s Selection and Predestination
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1. “Consider your calling, brothers, that there are not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not
many wellborn. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world that He might shame those who are
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world that He might shame the things that are strong, and
the lowborn things of the world and the despised things God has chosen, things which are not, that He
might bring to nought the things which are, so that no flesh may boast before God” (1 Cor. 1:26-29).
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God mainly selects those who are foolish, weak, lowborn, despised, and of no account so that no flesh may
boast before Him. This does not mean, however, that He never selects someone who is wise, powerful, or
highborn. In every age God has chosen every kind of person; however, those who are chosen all realize that
they have nothing to boast of in themselves and would rather boast in God, even if it means being foolish,



XEEE Vol. 4, Ch. 36, No. 2
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures December 7, 2025

weak, and despised in the eyes of others. In contrast, it is difficult for anyone who continually boasts in himself
to be selected by God. God does not select those who boast in themselves but those who boast in God.
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2. “Did not God choose the poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which He
promised to those who love Him?” (James 2:5).
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Those selected by God are usually poor so that He might make them rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom,
which He promised to those who love Him. This is not to say that God does not select rich people, but
generally speaking, it is difficult for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God (Luke 18:25). Although it is
difficult, in every age there are some rich people who are willing to become poor out of their love for God.
This proves that God has truly chosen them.
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1. “As many as were appointed to eternal life believed”; “Since you thrust it [the word of God] away and do
not judge yourselves worthy of eternal life” (Acts 13:48, 46).
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The proof of one’s predestination is his willingness to believe and receive the gospel of God when he hears it.
A student, who heard D. L. Moody’s teaching on predestination in class, was impressed but did not dare to
preach the gospel, because he had a problem. He said to Moody, “I dare not preach the gospel now.” Moody
asked him why, and he said, “When | am preaching, | look at a person and consider whether he is
predestinated; | look at another and consider whether he is chosen. If God has not chosen and predestinated
these ones, and they are eventually persuaded by me to believe in the Lord, will | not be making a big
mistake?” Moody then replied, “Brother, just do your best to persuade him. As long as we can persuade
someone to believe in the Lord, he has been chosen and predestinated by God.” A person’s willingness to
believe proves that he has been graced by God and has been chosen by Him. If a person rejects the gospel of
God, he judges himself unworthy of eternal life.
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VII. The Firmness of God’s Selection and Predestination
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1. “With whom is no variation or shadow cast by turning” (James 1:17).
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God has no variation; therefore, He does not cast a shadow by turning. Consequently, His selection of us is also
without the slightest variation.
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2. “You did not choose Me, but | chose you” (John 15:16).
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The Lord’s choosing of us did not come from ourselves but from Him. If our choosing were from us, it could
change. But since our choosing is from Him, it will not change.
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3. “l know whom | have chosen” (John 13:18; see also 2 Tim. 2:19).
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The Lord knows whom He has chosen. When He chose us, He knew us. He knew what our condition would be
today. He will not change even if He sees that our condition is not so good.
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4. “The calling of God...irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29).
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God has no regrets in calling us; therefore, He will not revoke His selection of us.
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5. “Who shall bring a charge against God’s chosen ones?” (Rom. 8:33).
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No one, not even the devil, can bring a charge against God’s chosen ones, because God has justified us.
Therefore, God'’s selection of us will not change.
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6. “Be the more diligent to make your calling and selection firm” (2 Pet. 1:10).
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Any doubts that we may have concerning the gracious calling and selection of God come from our lack of
pursuing the Lord. If we are diligent to pursue the Lord, we will feel that God’s gracious calling and selection
are very firm.
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